
BEN HUR HERE
ALL THIS WEEK

Great Spectacle to be Seen at

.Academy To-morrow
Night.

LARGE CROWDS WILL ATTEND

Excursion Parties to be Here
From All Parts of

the State.

Ben Hur, perhaps the greatest theatrl-
eel production till« or nn country has
.vor seen, will commence n woek's en:
gagemotit at tho Academy to-morrow
night, Scarcely a child in Hlchmond
who ho* not heard of lien lini·, iho great
novel written by General Ijow. Wallace.
Many have rend the masterful »lory, but
few linvo Heorï its reproduction upon tho
¦luge, fur tho gretit <)rama hue never

been presented In tills Stale, Thoso
who havo seen tho production In other
eitlen have told of, it« wonderful beauty
and Its powerful dramatic scenes, until
tlio fame of Hen Hur has spread through
the country, and every village und ¿y-
.ry ^mullet know« tills greatest achiever
nient of stagecraft,
Tho performances this week will lie

witnessed, not only by Rlcli-
monders but by people from all over
tho Slate, and «von North Carolina and
West Virginia will bo represented In tho
audiences, for .thero arc several c
curslon, parties coming here from those
8 ta tes.
Owing to tho length of tho perform¬

ance, the curtain will rise each night
promptly at "eight o'clock, and no (ino
will be seated during the progress of
tlio first act, which is most Impressivi!.
Tho curtain at tlio matinee performances
will, also, riso lililí un hour curlier than
tho usunl time.
A large forco of mechanics was busy

at the. Academy nil last week, making
tho necessary alterations to tho stage
of tho playhouse. Every mechanical ap¬
pliance will bo thoroughly tested to¬
morrow, so that no hitch may occur at
the first performance. That is* (ho rea*
«on that no matinee Is given to-morrow,
although the day Is a holiday. Bor,
Hur never opens It« engagement with
a matinee, because the management In¬
sist upon a completo scone rehearsal
bc-foro ¡a performance Is given for the
first time upon.n now stage, Tho result
of this is that the opening performance
goer, as smoothly an any of tne-engage¬
ment, ?
Tho company comes hero from Pitts-

burg on » special train. Nothing short
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of ? circus requires such train service
us lien Hur.

Great Production.
Klaw nnd Erlanger havo made "Ben

Hur" the most Important product on on
tlio American stage. It Is ovon said
that nothing like It for dignity of feat¬
ure and prodigal

'

cost has over been
seen on any stage In the, world. It
Is entirely a dramatic sp¿-ctse!a of ex¬

traordinary Interest anrt beauty. From
a commercial point of view,' tho attracr
tion.has caused business returns beyond
all precedent.

Besides the big company, there Is a

working staff of seventy-five electricians,
and medianica. Mono than eight hun¬
dred'costumes are worn In the dev.el-
npment of the play, and till of them are

of much beauty. The chariot race re¬

quires special foundation laid ??;cement
and Impose a weight, on the stage of
»very forty tons.

The Great Race.
This race in "Ben Hur'' is said to

bo the niost convincing bit of realism
ever presented on the stage. The dif¬
ficulty of practically developing this won¬
derful feature was one of the reasons
that causetl General T,ew Wallace', the
author of the story, to decline for year«
to permit the book to be dramatized.
The chariot race occurs In the fifth act
of the play. It Is preceded by a scene

showing the. exterior of the circus at
ÁntloCh. The signal for the race is
sounded, and the crowds rush into the
arena. The stage is suddenly darkened.
A fan-fare of trumpets Is heard amid thi
din Of a shouting, riotous mult tude.
The lights are on. Over tne course,
through clouds of dust, 'with sound'of
muffled thunder, the chariots of Ben Hur
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Our Stock Comprises

Saratogas, Monarchs,
Jewels, Stars,

ALL POPULAR

REFRIGERATORS,
with or without Coolers; Large Porcelain

ICE RECEPTACLES
Zinc Lined or Enameled

Provision Chambers,
Sideboard Refrigerators,

Nursery Refrigerators.
These are the neatest and most satisfactory

small Refrigerators ever shown in this mar¬

ket.

ICE CHESTS
ALL SIZES.

We are sole agents for the All Steel Enameled

White Frost
Refrigerators.

CHAMBER SUITS
in Oak, Walnut and Mahogany.

Go-Carts and Carriages,
MATTINGS,

Oil and Gas Stoves.

OTHEHT'S

nnd Messala, each drawn by four blooded
horse* exnetly fitting the description In
the book, «peed In full career.
The Walls nf the" arena, the stalle and

galleries, crowned with excited specta-
ttttors, whirl dizzily by. The four
blooded bay« of ßhlek lldorlm draw ?aß?
the ,whlte-and-blacks. At the turn the
wheel of Messala'« chariot epfns from Its
nxle. Messala reels In hie chariot nnd
falls hoRdlohg 'under tho feet ot tho
plunging} horses.
The next scene draws the vast curve

of "the ninplthentrii, stretching away in
perspective. Ben Hur In his chnrlot
Is before the consul's seat, being crowned
victor aiirl receiving the plaudits' of the
people. It cost ldaw & 13rlangor $20,000
to develop this magnificent Incident In
the play. The horses alone cost them
$7.000.tho horse mnrkot of the world
were scoured to secure them and 320
were tested on the apparatus from tlila
number twelve being selected, suited by
temperament for the work.
Tho first act of "Ben Hur" takes place

on the housetop of the Palace of Hur In
Jerusalem, and shows the meeting of
Ben Hur nnd Messala on tho occasion of
the lntter's return from Rome, Tho
two friends quarrel and Messala leaves
In anger. Their loud tones bring Tlr-
ssnh, the sister of Hur to know the
cnuso. Bugles announce the approach
of the Iloman nrmy, numbering· among
Us member, Messala. Ben Huí and Tir¬
aoli lire looking down Into the street be¬
low when one of the titles of the para¬
pet on which they are leaning becomes
loosened and crashes into the street
wounding Valerius Oratila, tho new pro¬
curator, ami Messala, charges that It Is
a wilful crime of Ben Hur, Ben Hur
Is arrested and when his mother and
sister plead for him' thoy are flung Into
a leproim prison and Ben Hur is con¬
demned to the galleys without a triol.

The Roman Galley.
The first scene af the second not

shows the Interior, of tho Roman galley,
Astraci. There aro three rows of pris.
oners at each side cf tho ship, one above

the-other, ouch with his oar, which they
all move in unison, with clock-like pre¬
cisoli. For three years Ben Hur has.
slaved hero under the charge of Arrlus,
who is greatly' iiffectod on hearing that
he la a Princo. of tho llouso of Hur".
There is a sea-fight nnd tlio galley Is
burning nnd sinking when Ben Hur and
Arrlus escape and are rescued from
floating spar in the open sea. Arrlus
adopts the' young' Jew, who lives with
him. until tho Tribuno'« death.,,
Tho third, fourth and fifth acts curry

un the play in equally powerful and
spectacular way. The chariot raco men.

tloned above, leads up to the inst act' in

the\ Palace of Hur, In Jerusalem. Ben
Hur returns nnd tells uf the miracles
performed by the Nazarene.says ho.has
seen Him cause tho lame to walk, the
blind to see and even cured lepers,
Ainrnh brings tin· news of the discovery
nf Bon Hnr's mother and sister in the
Vale of Hlnom and then goes to them to

carry the news of tho Divine Healer.nnd
HI« presence on the Mount of Olivet and
beg them to go to Him. T/he last scent;

shows tho Mount of Olives.hundreds of
men, women and children aro seen, sing¬
ing Hosannas. Among them are the.
mother of Hur, Tirznli and* Amruh, who
have been' cured of tho disease by the
Divine One, who has .lust passed. Bon
Hur f nfls bis lost ones and they are all
united.
FnUlwng Is the casi which will Intcpret

tho play in Richmond:
CHARACTER? IN PRELUDE.

Bivlthusar, tho Egyptian-.Charles Rlog^l
Gasper, the Oroek.Edward Convoy
Melchoir, tho Hindoo., .Averell \V. Harria
Ben Hur, Judab, son of illumini-

Orrln Johnson
Messala.James J Ryan
Slmondes.Robert MoWndo, Jr
Bhielt liderlm.·.IJonry Wouver
Arrlus, the Tribuno .Churlcs Reigu)
Bnlthiur-ar ,,,,.Churles Reigoi
Mulluuli .Averell ,YV. Harris
Hortiitor.Charles Ctinflohl
Metellus .William Roberts
Khulod.Georgo Wtlkes
Ceolllus .;.Walter Dickinson
guuballat.Thomas F. Tracy
Drusus ....,.<¦.Stanley Jessup
Centurion .Frederick Beates
Officer of the Galley.Walter Mark.hum
Esther ....·,..,..,..,.Ellen Mortimer

Iras .,.??? Burgess
Mother of Hur .Mube} Bert
A'mrah .Stella Boniface Weaver
Tlraal(.,....Jtaldeo Applet<m

How He Won Her.
The vXtraction at tho Bijou Itila wes.c,

ACADEMY. GALA EASTER OFFERING !
Ail Week A._FJRI_L-* S54: to SSO. Matinees Wednesday, Saturday.

THE ?LAW A\l) ERLANORR CO. (Inc.) rttttomitloUfi Profluc'lon of Odierni I/cw Wnllncc'B ReHglo-HJ.-toric Romance

llrniiiaLlzfld by
WILMAM YOUXG.

Mtislc by
-1ÜOGAR STILIiMAíf KELLET.

350 People in Production.Eight Horses in the Thrilling Chariot Race.
CURTAIN RISES: EVENINGS, PRECISELY AT 8 O'CLOCK; MATINEES, AT 2 O'CLOCK.

PRICESl Entire Lower Floor and First Threo Row. of Balcony.42.00; Next Four Rows, $1.50; Balance, $1.00. Gallery, Reserved; $1,00¡ Admission, 50o. Nfaill

Orders for 8iAts promptly filled whon aooompanled by remittance and self-addressed stamped envelope for reply after regular sale opona. Address C. W. Rex,

Manager Academy of Music, Richmond, Va.

mr EXCURSION RATES ON ALL RAILROADS, ^cift

beginning to-mórrow with ? spécial
Easter matinee, will bo a musical comody
entitled "How Ho Won H«r," nnd will bo
the m«ins of Introducing tliat popular
eomodlan, Mr. Billy (einslo) Clifford. Tho
piece 1« out of thi> ordinary mu»leal oome·
dy, bavins 11 wolLbalanood plot and very
pretty love »tory. It i« in thruo aotö, the

first being In Wall Street, amongst the
bulls and bears,.

ì The second act Is an exact reproduction
of tho famous board .walk, ut Atlantic
City, wKjh tlio usual, side show displays
and other amusements pertaining to a

summer resort. During the course of
Ulla act, Mr. Clifford, Introduces bis
latest soog success, "Bo Good and You'll
Bo Happy," assisted by twenty chorus
girls.
Tlio third act takes placo In that wall

known hotel, The Criterion, at FOrty-flrst
Etreot and Broadway.
Many plo&slnfr epecaltlce aro Introduced

nnd Mr. Ôllfford (rives his clever Imi¬
tation of tho Broadway ohapple, and also
«Ines several of htfc latest sonirs wrlttou
ospoolally for him. Tho compftny le ft

.well-balnncofl ono, includine tho Austin
Mieters, who have boon Identltlod for
tho past few years wlt-h flome of the

most famous farce comedios. Manager
Whitakor Introduces the latest European
novelty, brought to tills country especially
for Mr. Clifford's piece, called "The Four
AJha-robra Girls," a quartetto of prolty
English "ponies," who do a new and
original specialty.
At Fort Apacho, Arizona, there ure num.,

hers of' ravens, shiny black birds, much
bigger than crows. One day a dog took
a, bone out on to tho parade ground
and. settled down to gnaw it. Two ravens

flying by spied hlin and thought thoy
Would llko tho liono,, too. Thoy wont down
and circled about tho dog's head, talking
to each otner all tho timo. Dvcry now
and thon thuy would make a intuì Ut tho
bono, but'whenever thoy w-re within
reach the dog snapped at them. Finally
one of the ravens lighted on the 'ground
behind the dog, while tho other still flew
about his head. Thon tho raven that
was on tho ground went up close tu tin·

dog, seized tho end of tho dog's tall In
his bill and jravo it a hard plnoh. When
the dog whirled round to see What was
hurting him, tho raven that was in front
of him pounced on the bono and tlow
away with It, and thé ta??? on the
ground Jumped quickly ftGido, spread its
wings and flew «Jfter Its mate,

g

East year the output of coal In the
United States exceeded 300,000,000 tons, or
over one-third of the world's annual sup¬
ply, and only 3 per cent, of thle enor¬
mous output was exported.

UlLLY (UNGUS). CJUtWülU).

when cupio cö&es
ho usually announces hiß presence with
a ring sooner or later.

"We will be pleaoed to have you.ex¬
amine our excellent stock of eolltalroa
and clusters, all at exceptionally low
prices. Plain- gold wedding rings.

Dunlop Flour is made/
from the best winter'
wheat, so carefully mill¬
ed that all the wheat
flavor and strength" is
retained. It is pure, nu¬

tritious and guaranteed
to be the very best flour.
made. Sold by all.gro¬
cers. Take no substi¬
tutes.

DUNLOP MILLS
-J?/Cf/MOND-VA -

Pay the Painter
To-day and »avo having to rebuild.
T PAINT PRESERVES PROPERTY.
White Enamel and Hardwood a specialty.
Send for estimate«. ?

D. HARDY PYLE. The Painter,
4« Years' Experience.

Office: 802 East Broad Street.

FLOOR PAINTS,
BEST READY MIXED PAINTS.
Waxene, Floor Wax.Brushts, Eta.
TANNER PAINTAND0ILQ0.

141S E. Main Strait.
'PHONE 388.
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Commencing Monday, April 24th

RETURN OF THE FAVORITE

THE MATINEE IDOL,

-Billy (Single)
Clifford

.IN.
THK LATEST MUSICAL COMEDY,

How He Won Her
Singing Girls

Dancing Girls
Snow Girls»
Battling Girls


